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For media, race exploitation still runs rampant

By Hillary Siezcl

sl Witk

L Momckay, Warch 17, 510
denls aeross The Sebool of TTomezm
itiers and Social Aciences listened
iy o leciure I1_'_c Plankalie 'I5I!.-|1|_"I|,1
bl the connection Bebween mce
arid the media. as shown in her
husski. " Suvape Portravals: Race.
Media. and the Central Tark Tog-
gt Story.” Bylield was brought to
the College as a part of e Glorna
Flarper [iekimson lechiomes, |1|'||'|:_l1
mg scholars oo discws Alricin
sty anwd socul issanes

"ﬁ_t'li{"llj Wis @8 reporter lar thee
Fork Noifv Newse o 1550
when v news slory broke ahouni

Mleis

o jozoer who was brutally raped
arid beaten by a group of hiys in
Cemral Park. After e wornan
wis allacked. v owas immedianely
assumed thar a growp of Advican-
Amencan @med Lating hoys was
responsible for the aack

“There 5 an injustice in
|'|'.|||.1ing all the nation’s pn_ﬂ"--
lems on the little bluck oy or
Lutimo,” Hyficld said. "People
of African descenl have been

viewed so diffecently from those
of Burgpean descent thal i was
thought they shouldn't be con-
siclered horman ™

T the Central Park e case,
the pecused boys were reparted Lo
harve heen "h|_||'|||r|g" awhike g.l"l [E%)
rape. Hylield noted this as one of
the higpest examples of the media
marginglizing black males.

“The sheer improhability of the
slalefmenl vs asloaishi ||._|L" ahie gand.

Buficld explained that pejora-
D langage has been vsed o de
serihe blacks and Malive Amen
cams lor conliines, and Ihrv:_'-||:_l1|'u_1lll
the height of the Jim Crow era,
the wdea of all black males I'h_'-ing
|‘|.:'||'|g{'r.;\|_|k wils p{'rrwl_u:ln_'\{’l_ wned
redlities were distorted  through-
o the media.

When Bylield first heard of the
jogger beng atscked in Central
Park in Apnl 19849, she said she
Fasd B rrmrmeeluate Tirst ||'l-;'\lll_lr'||1|h'
that she swanted 19 be the one
report on the sory, and that she
h|_|-|'u_'|1 Lhe prscn who did 1l was
nit Black. She knew the kigml'i-
cance of the swory would come
from the wictim being white, and

Caurney Wirlhs ! Phafa Edilar

Byfield helped investigate the Central Park jogger story,

this would tum the “Ceniral Park
Jogaer” sory into sa much more.
During the nvestzation, By-
|IL'||.1 :"\-H.il.l ||'|'.'I:'l\.' Vs IIIIII\'_'I'I (LR ES
marginalization  of  blacks  and
bhroawsms than ever belore. Giroups
|.'||'_..__'|.'| than three hlack or Lating
kids weren't allowed i the Fn.;':rl-.;
anymore withowt identification,
ind Hyficld couldn’ even gt the
Mew Yok Dy Wews W report
it. Tuvenile justice laws passed in

the "W made it casier for juve-
niles to b tried a5 adulis, and the
black and Lating '_.-|lu||'| Were ance
again peiracized.

Buyfield's boek on the “savape
portrayal” ol e in the meds amd
her leetuire Tocused an the wiea ol
the young hlack or Lating being
comsidered w "k]IFh_"'|'|'II1,'I.;|.;|I.;'|r" mn
the community

“Fear and loathing of black
amd Laving males was rampant.”

Byneld sand.

Beginning, i the Wixon  and
Reagan cras. Byhield cxplased tha
The mec @ aovermmenl were o
cusing on the “War on Direps” amd
Vhe *War om Crome ™ bl never no
od the link hetween the two. Thene
wis more money spent on juils and
courts than education. amd hlacks
and Latines were heing direcied
into the crimingl justice system. b
the war on degs and Srime were
e Comeclied ot e neiws

The I"-".""" accmsred ol assaull
g the Central Thark JERELT S
lessed e 1o oa l-:'|'||1|.|__'| ol lorce
amd .;\hligiu_u_m — & RIVAgE por
Ir.:'u_-:-':ll h_'_c the medip, The _|4_|'_l|;;|'r'-
class. race. _i4_||1 and edocation
were highlighted in media re
poris — another savage portrayal
of the accused.

Thougly this happened in 1959
Byheld said she could sl see
sumething  hike  this happeming
agam: people bemg wongiolly
peensed of violent crimes only e
case ol the color of their skin

“1 meg pchoes all the time”
spigd. Mot only could it heppen
again. hut it might be worse”

shi



